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Introduction:

It is the Lord’s delight to give us what we ask of Him in prayer. Like David, we should all pray. “O God,
hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth” (Psalm 54:2).

If Christians did not believe in the efficacy of prayer, there would be no reason for us to ask anything of
God and our execution of kingdom vision is a waste of time and energy. God is the one who tells us that
we can have confidence that our prayers ascend to Him.

Key Scripture
e Zechariah 7:11-13 “But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so

that they could not hear. 12 Yes, they made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the
words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath
came from the Lord of hosts. 12 Therefore it happened, that just as He proclaimed and they would
not hear, so they called out and I would not listen,” says the Lord of hosts.

While we can be sure that God does hear our prayers, there are times when He chooses not to heed or
answer them. This lesson will offer several conditions that God may not heed our prayers.

1. Not WANTING it for yourself. James 4:2
2. Desiring it your WAY I John 5:14-15
3. Asking with wrong and selfish MOTIVES James 4:3, Philippians 2:3-4
4. Walking in UNFORGIVENESS Matthew 5: 23-24, Matthew 6:14-15; Mark 11:22-26
5. UNBELIEF Matthew 7:7-8, Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5-7
6. DISHARMONY with spouse or others. 1 Peter 3:7
7. Functioning in IDOLATRY Ezekiel 14:2-5
8. UNCONFEESSED sins. Isaiah 59:1-2; Psalm 66:17-19
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9. Living a life of DISOBEDIENCE Proverbs 28:9; 1 John 3:22

Ponder These Questions:

1. Why do you think God’s power and answers are withheld when one of these “obstacles” are present
in our lives?

Do any of these “obstacles” represent a hindrance in your spiritual walk? How are you dealing with
it?



